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SUBJECT: SOVIET DISAGREEMENT WITH GOI OVER KURDISH POLICY 

1. ON MARCH 4 SOVIET COUNSELLOR AVENIR KHANOV GAVE ME MOST 
EXPLICIT STATEMENT OF SOVIET DISAGREEMENT WITH GOI OVER KURDISH 
POLICY THAT I HAVE HAD FROM SOVIET OFFICIAL. 

2. KHANOV SAID THAT IN EARLY 1974 GOI AND KURDS WERE NOT FAR 
APRART IN AUTONOMY NEGOTIATIONS AND USSR HAD URGED BOTH SIDES 
TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE AND DURING 
EARLY STAGE OF WAR. THIS ADVICE HAD BEEN REJECTED BY BOTH SIDES 
AND FIGHTING BROKE OUT ON LARGE SCALE. SOVIETS DO NOT LIKE 
FACT THAT THEIR ARMS ARE BEING USED AGAINST "NATIONALIST" 
MOVEMENT, EVEN IF REACTIONARY ONE, BUT ONCE ARMS IN HANDS OF A 
COUNTRY DONOR LOSES CONTROL. KHANOV STILT. DOES NOT BELIEVE KURDS 
CAN BE SUBDUED THROUGH FORCE OF ARMS. HE SAID SOVIET EMBASSY NO 
LONGER DISCUSSES KURDISH QUESTION WITH GOI, "EVEN AT AMBASSADORIAL 
LEVEL". 
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3. KHANOV ALSO SAID THAT HE CONSIDERED BAATH NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
ATTACK ON SYRIA (BAGHDAD 228) AS AN ATTACK ON SOVIET MIDDLE 

EAST POLICY WHICH FAVORS NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 

4. COMMENT: KHANOV'S FRANKNESS IN DESCRIBING SOVIET-IRAQI 
DIFFERENCES WHILE AT SAME TIME PUMPING ME ON MEANING OF ROCKEFELLER 
VISIT AND OTHER U.S. ACTIVITIES, SUGGEST THAT SOVIET-IRAQI RELATIONS 
HAVE BEEN REDUCED TO ABOUT SAME LEVEL OF COOLNESS AND PAUCITY OF 
DIALOGUE AS OTHER FORIEGN STATES. USSR WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY 
IMPORTANT ROLE FOR IRAQ AS ECONOMIC PARTNER. SUPPLIER OF ARMS. 

AND AS POLITICAL ALLY ON MANY INTERNATIONAL ISSUES. IN PRACTICAL 
TERMS. HOWEVER, IT APPEARS THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN HAS THROUGH 
RAPPROCHEMENT WITH WEST. LARGE OIL REVENUES. AND BAATH DOMINATION 
OF ALL POLITICIAL LIFE, SUCCEEDED IN REDUCING SOVIET PRESENCE 
AND INFLUENCE TO MANAGEABLE PROPORTIONS. 
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